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1) Welcome

Discussion Items
2) RISE Coalition Program Update –NCTCOG will provide an update on the GHG Inventory Cohort.
3) RISE Educational Update –An overview by NCTCOG staff on upcoming Funding Opportunities from 

Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, and NCTCOG Solid Waste Implementation 
Grants.

Information Items
4) Featured Roundtable Presentation – Matt Bucchin and Karen Walz, APA Texas Chapter Advocacy 
Committee
5) Participant Roundtable

Other Business
6) Future Agenda Items
7) Next Meeting Date
8) Adjournment
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2. RISE Coalition Program Update

Regional GHG Inventory
• 12-county Metropolitan Planning Area
• NCTCOG initiating data collection related to Energy, Waste, Water, and Wastewater
• Working with Federal, State, and Regional data
• Contacting individual cities, counties, special districts to provide needed data to fill gaps

Cities GHG Inventory Cohort
• Licenses available for member cities to utilize ICLEI software (ClearPath) to produce their own 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions inventory using the U.S. Community Protocol for Accounting 
and Reporting of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Participating Cities:
• Cedar Hill
• Denton
• Farmers Branch
• Fort Worth
• Grapevine
• Lewisville
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3. Educational Update

Key Grant Opportunities

Environmental Protection Agency
• Environmental Justice Small Grants (includes set-aside for Ports Initiative) – Deadline May 7, 2021

• Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving Cooperative Agreement Program –
Deadline May 7, 2021

North Central Texas Council of Governments
Solid Waste Implementation Grants

• The FY2022-2023 Call for Projects is now open, the deadline is May 26, 2021 at 5PM CST.

• Eligible Project Types – Local Enforcement, Source Reduction and Recycling, Household 
Hazardous Waste, Litter and Illegal Dumping Programs, Citizens' Collection Stations and "Small" 
Transfer Stations, Local Solid Waste Management Plans, and more.

• For more information on the grant application process, click here.

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program
https://www.epa.gov/environmental-justice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-0
https://www.nctcog.org/envir/materials-management/grants
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3. Educational Update

Department of Energy
Low Greenhouse Gas Vehicle Technologies Research, Development, Demonstration and 
Deployment – Projects to Increase Efficiency and Reduce Emissions (FOA Link) Concept Paper 
Deadline May 13, 2021 5p.m. ET
Select Topic Areas Include:

• EV Charging Community Partner Projects
• EV Workplace Charging
• Natural Gas Vehicle Technology Proof of Concept

Bioenergy Technologies Office Scale-Up and Conversion – Projects to Enable Innovation of Low-
Carbon Biofuels (FOA Link) Concept Paper Deadline April 30, 2021 5p.m. ET
Select Topic Areas Include:

• Projects to Scale from Pre-Pilot to Pilot Phase, or from Pilot to Demonstration Phase, for Waste-
to-Energy Biofuels (including Food Wastes, WWTP Products, Organic Wastes from Industrial 
Operations, Manure Slurries from Livestock Operations, or Biogas from any of these Feedstock 
Streams (Including Landfill Gas)

• Advancing Renewable Natural Gas Technology

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaIde2bdb5c9-2b92-4b18-93c3-8f05383b9314
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/FileContent.aspx?FileID=ee8b5c6f-efb6-466f-b225-28dadd078923
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/FileContent.aspx?FileID=4e580331-7c21-4f29-a25a-21f028c0e6ef
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3. Educational Update

Other Opportunities

Regional Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Local Government Roundtable
• May 3, 2021, from 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
• This Roundtable will provide an opportunity for city leaders to learn more about what PACE is and 

how it has been implemented by cities and counties in the Dallas-Fort Worth region. 

Registration: click here.

WRI/RMI Aggregated Renewables Procurement Cohort
• WRI/RMI are launching a second iteration of their large-scale renewable energy 

procurement aggregation cohort in spring 2021 to help local governments, businesses, and 
institutions join forces with other buyers to procure large-scale renewables at economies of scale. 
An information session was held on April 23rd. Documents will be included in this meeting's 
summary.

https://www.addevent.com/event/YI6146201


Texas Legislative Update

Speakers
Matt Bucchin

Karen Walz
Link to APA Legislative Tracker: Legislative Tracker

Link to NCTCOG Texas Bill Tracking: 2021 RISE Legislative Bill 
Tracking Matrix
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4. Featured Roundtable Presentation

https://texas.planning.org/policy-and-advocacy/legislative-alerts/
https://www.nctcog.org/nctcg/media/Environment-and-Development/Documents/DevEx/RISE%20Coalition/2020-2021-State-and-Federal-Legislature-Bill-Tracking.xlsm
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5. Participant Roundtable

Do you have something to share?
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6. Future Agenda Items

Ideas?

Presentation topics of interest?
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7. Next Meeting Dates

Committee Website and Public Meeting Materials:
https://www.nctcog.org/envir/committees/regional-integration-of-sustainability-efforts-ris

Next Public Meeting:

Friday, July 9, 2021

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Virtual Meeting

https://www.nctcog.org/envir/committees/regional-integration-of-sustainability-efforts-ris
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Lori Clark
Air Quality Program Manager
Transportation
817-695-9232
lclark@nctcog.org

Tamara Cook, AICP
Senior Program Manager 
Environment and 
Development 
817-695-9221
tcook@nctcog.org

NCTCOG RISE Coalition Contacts

Jenny Narvaez
Program Manager
Transportation
817-608-2342
jnarvaez@nctcog.org

Dorothy Gilliam
Air Quality Planner II 
Transportation
817-704-5675
Dgilliam@nctcog.org

Brian Salvesen
Planner
Environment and 
Development
817-695-9220
bsalvesen@nctcog.org

mailto:lclark@nctcog.org
mailto:tcook@nctcog.org
mailto:lclark@nctcog.org
mailto:tcook@nctcog.org
mailto:tcook@nctcog.org


Thank you!
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RISE Coalition

April 26, 2020

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
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Matt Bucchin, AICP, 
LEED Green Associate

Regional Practice Leader

Karen Walz, FAICP
Principal

Who We Are
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Our topics today

Who is APA Texas and why are we presenting to you today?

What are we doing to advocate on planning and sustainability issues?

What’s happening with the bills we’re tracking?

What can we do together after this Legislative session is over?4

3

2

1
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ABOUT 2,400 MEMBERS
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What are we doing to advocate 
on planning and sustainability 
issues?
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 More coherent strategy at Chapter

 Share the real situations and the actual effects of planning on Texans, their 
neighborhoods & the state’s economy

 Start early to build relationships with people and partnerships with organizations

 Be prepared when the legislative session begins, during, and after

Legislatures need to know who our 
APATX planners are
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 Key leaders within APATX

 Subcommittees for key topics:
» Environment & Healthy Communities

» Site Plan, Building Design & Materials

» Annexation & ETJ

» Economic Development

» Transportation

» Zoning & Subdivision Platting

 Assistance from Salient Strategies

APATX Advocacy Committee
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Flexibility to Support Growth in Diverse Communities

Building Code Mandates

Subdivision Platting

Broadband Access

Resilience

2021 APATX
Legislative Policy Priorities 

4

3

2

1

5
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 Policy Priorities Statement

 Testimony on specific bills

 Alerts and other outreach

 Status reports (close to real‐time)

Produced so far …
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texas.planning.org
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 5 Priorities
» Flexibility to support growth in diverse communities

» Building code mandates

» Subdivision platting

» Broadband access

» Resilience

 Resilience
» Promote a resilient recovery from COVID‐19 

» Protect, expand, and improve the parks, recreation facilities, 
trails, open spaces, and forests 

» Reduce the impacts of flooding 

» Support local initiatives to preserve or regenerate natural areas 

» Ensure that statewide infrastructure meets the needs of Texans 
even in extreme weather conditions

2021 APATX Legislative Policy Priorities

https://texas.planning.org/policy‐and‐
advocacy/regional‐legislative‐agenda/
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 Legislative Agenda Categories
» Advancing climate policy
» Ensuring a safe and resilient future
» Promoting natural resource conservation and 
management

» Promoting social equity and environmental justice
» Reducing barriers to improve health outcomes
» Living with water
» Harnessing technology to promote strong and 
healthy communities

 43 Policy Statements

2021 APATX E&HC Subcommittee
Example Policy Statement

Support legislation and 
funding which strengthens 
local efforts to prepare for a 
changing climate, including 
preparation for flood 
protection, drought, extreme 
heat and urban heat island 
effect, and other natural 
hazards exacerbated by a 
changing climate
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What’s happening with the bills 
we’re tracking?
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 HB 11 – ERCOT Weather Preparedness (supported)

» Approved by House/sent to the Senate 
Jurisprudence Committee

 HB 12 – Statewide Disaster Alert System (supported)

» Approved by House/sent to the Senate 
Jurisprudence Committee

 HB 13 – Texas Energy Disaster Reliability Council ore 
coherent strategy at Chapter (supported)

» Approved by House … not yet to Senate a 
committee

HBs 11, 12 and 13
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 SB398 – Distributed Renewable Energy Generation (supports; did 
not have a chance to testify)

» Approved by Senate/sent to House State Affairs Committee

SB 398
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 SB 1261 – GHG Emission State Preemption (oppose; did not have a 
chance to testify)

» Approved by Senate/not yet sent to a House committee

» APATX is looking to proactively oppose this bill

SB 1261
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 HBs 1949, 1956, 2017 and 3246 / SB 306 – Texas Agencies Analysis of Projected Changes in Weather, Water, 
and Climate Change (supports; no action)

 HB 1282 – Prohibits Utility or Infrastructure Restrictions Based on Type of Energy  (oppose; no action)

 HB 1972 – Renewable Electric Generating Capacity (supports; no action)

 HB 2166 – TDEM Study of Droughts and Wildfires (supports; no action)

 HB 2206 – Texas Climate Action Act (supports; hearing, but no vote)

 HB 2275 – Infrastructure Resiliency Funds (supports; hearing, but no vote)

 HB 2526 – Grid Resilience Study (supports; no action)

 HB 2689 – Climate Change Impact Assessment Council (supports; no action)

 HJR 103 – Constitutional Amendment for a Water Infrastructure Resiliency Fund (supports; no action)

Other Bills APATX is Watching
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 HB 2221 – Texas Transportation Electrification Program (preliminarily supports, but 
interested in additional review; no action)

 SB 304 – Zero‐Carbon Electric Generation (preliminarily supports, but interested in 
additional review; no action)

Other Bills APATX is Watching
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 HB 2468 – Increases in Emission Reduction Limits

» APATX was planning to support; withheld active 
support

» Received member/city feedback that bill intentions 
would reduce monies to improve air quality

» Approved by Committee / not scheduled for full House 
vote

Partnering for Advocacy
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BEFORE NEXT 
SESSION?
“Planners are working every day in 
communities across the nation and around 
the world to make communities stronger 
and more resilient. Helping communities 
mitigate potential damage from ever‐
stronger natural disasters, make more 
informed decisions about where and how 
we develop land, protect vulnerable 
communities, and build infrastructure that 
helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions is 
central to the important role of planning in 
tackling the urgent challenge of climate 
change.”

—APA President Kurt Christiansen, FAICP as part of a 
statement made regarding the U.S. planned withdrawal 
from the landmark Paris Climate Agreement
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